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wit, and generous spirit, Los Angeles
Lefty Gomez was one of a
kind. Told for the first
time, this is his
remarkable story. Born to
a small-town California
ranching family, the
youngest of eight, Vernon : J .
“Lefty” Gomez rode his Click Claude
powerful arm and jocular Hall (click)
personality right across
America to the dugout of

the New York Yankees.
Lefty baffled hitters with
his blazing fastball,

establishing himself as

the team’s ace. He
_“ 4 ["t" AL RS vacationed with Babe
HNONA GOMEZ and LAWRENCE GOLDSTONE B Ruth, served as Joe
_ . DiMaggio’s confidant, and
Lefty: An American Odyssey by Vernona consoled Lou Gehrig the -
Gomez, Lawrence Goldstone day the “Iron Horse” it

removed himself from the {cick)

lineup. He started and won the first-ever All-Star Game, was the
first pitcher to make the cover of Time magazine, and
barnstormed Japan as part of Major League Baseball's grand
ambassadorial tour in 1934. Away from the diamond, Lefty played
the big-city bon vivant, marrying Broadway star June O'Dea and
hobnobbing with a who's who of celebrities, including George
Gershwin, Jack Dempsey, Ernest Hemingway, Marilyn Monroe,
George M. Cohan, and James Michener. He even scored a private
audience with the pope.



